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PARKMONT SCHOOL History

Parkmontvas foundeth 1971as acooperativéliddle Schooby a parergroup inMcLean,Virginia.

The parentswere acquaintedvith the work of progressiveeducatorMaria Montessoriand they
consultedextensivelywith JohnBremer,founderof the ParkwaySchoolin Philadelphiaand a
proponent of experience-basearning. Parkmoritas alwaysmphasizedducating thendividual in

the context of a close-knit community, and the program has strong roots in both the prognelssive
experiential educational traditions.

Parkmontmovedto Washingtonn 1977to takebetteradvantagef the educationabpportunities
availablan thecity. ParkmonstartedanUpperSchool progrann the fallof 1991thatserves students
in the 10th through 12th grade# the spring of 1991 Parkmontjoined forceswith the Somerset
School and moved to its permanent home at 4842 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.

The school currently enrolls 65 students and has a full-time and part-time staff of more than 15. The
Middle and Upper School programs have diffesasttedulesand staffsandit is still assumedhat

some students who enter in the early grades will matri¢al&eger high schools in the area as they
have in the past.

ParkmontQsrimary goalis to help adolescentslevelopthe skills, motivation,and self-discipline
necessaryor successn schoolandin life. It respectsherolesthatthey mustplay in their own
development and in the larger society.

Enrollment is limited to guarantee that each student receives sufficient individual support and has the
opportunity to participate significantly in all aspects of the program. Parkmont students reflect a rich
diversityof learningstylestalentsand culturabackgroundsndicativeof theheterogeneoympulation

of the metropolitaarea. Studentzeselectedn thebasis otheir abilityandwillingnessto contribute

to and benefit from the programstioé school. For each of the pfs¢en years, more than 50% of

our enrollment has been comprised of students of color.

The academiprogramsncludeacore curriculunthat allowghestudentso choosdérom a widerange

of courseselectionsBasic skillsare acquireth activity-orientedclasses thamcludeprojectsand field

trips to stimulate an adolescentOs interest. Every student is permitted to proceed responsibly at his ¢
her own pacwith the supporandguidanceessentialo thedevelopmendf selfawarenesandrespect

for others.

Parkmont faculty members are active role models, chostanly for their subjectmasteryand
enthusiasmutfor theirempathywith thisage groupTheirteachingole isreinforcedoy familieswho
are committed teupporting thechool and itsalues. Adukstudent relationshipsmainthe constant
in a program that allows other elements to be flexible.

Although theschoolOs facilitiesd stafhave changesince 1971its missiorhas remainedonstant.
ParkmontOs commitment to excellence is sharedthysttses, faculty, parents, students and alumni.
Their continuing dedication to ParkmontOs mission assures its success in the future.



STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

How do we help adolescents develop the confidence and skills they need to move ahead
energetically with their lives?

At Parkmont we create a community where students ally themselves with creative adults whose
driving concern is their success and well-being. We provide them with substantial experience in the
world beyond school that invites them to see more clearly the possibilities ahead. And we challenge
them with an academic program that fuses adolescent interests with traditional disciplines and
respects the variety of their talents and motivations.

They get ready to chart their own course; we make sure theyOre prepared for the journey.

STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

Parkmont admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. We do not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in administration of our educational
policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-
administered programs.




PARKMONT SCHOOL Daily Schedule

MIDDLE SCHOOL UPPERSCHOOL
Monday Monday
8:30-9:30 English 8:30-9:30 Math

9:30-9:45 Announcements 9:30-9:45 Announcements
9:45-12:00 Main Lesson 9:45-12:00 Main Lesson
12:00-12:45 Lunch 12:00-12:45 Lunch
12:45-1:45 Math 12:45-1:45 Reading Seminar
1:45-2:15  Advisory 1:45-2:15  Advisory
2:15-3:30 PM Class 2:15-3:30 PM Class

Tuesday Tuesday

8:30-9:30 English 8:30-9:30 Math
9:30-10:00 School Meeting 9:30-10:00 School Meeting
10:00-12:00 Main Lesson 10:00-12:00 Main Lesson
12:00-12:45 Lunch 12:00-12:45 Lunch
12:45-1:45 Math 12:45-1:45 Reading Seminar
1:45-2:15 School Meeting 1:45-2:15 Advisory
2:15-3:30 PM Class 2:15-3:30 PM Class
Wednesday Wednesday

8:30-9:30 English 8:30-9:30 Math
9:30-9:45 Announcements 9:30-9:45 Announcements
9:45-12:00 Main Lesson 9:45-12:00 Main Lesson
12:00-12:45 Lunch 1:00-4:00 Internship

12:45-1:45 Math
1:45-3:30 Study Hall/Advisory

Thursday Thursday

8:30-9:30 English 8:30-9:30 Math
9:30-9:45 Announcements 9:30-9:45 Announcements
9:45-12:00 Main Lesson 9:45-12:00 Main Lesson
12:00-12:45 Lunch 12:00-12:45 Lunch
12:45-1:45 Math 12:45-1:45 Reading Seminar
1:45-2:15  Advisory 1:45-2:15  Advisory
2:15-3:30 PM Class 2:15-3:30 PM Class
Friday Friday

8:30-9:30 English 8:30-9:30 Math
9:30-9:45 Announcements 9:30-9:45 Announcements
9:45-12:00 Main Lesson 9:45-12:00 Main Lesson
12:00-12:45 Lunch 1:00-4:00 Internship

12:45-1:45 Math
1:45-2:00 Advisory/Study Hall

UPPER SCHOOL Program Description

In the fall of 1991, Parkmont started an Upper School program for students i ttreough 12"
grades. The progranow includeshe 9" gradeand serveapproximatelytO studentsnost of whom
will goonto collegefollowing graduationParkmonthasa history of successfullyworking with
studentswith diverselearningstylesandneeds.The Upper Schoolprogramis designedto be




challenging,flexible, and supportive. The Upper School Programconsistsof the following
components:

Math

Morning mathseminarsneet dailthroughoutheyear. Studentsorkin smallgroupsor individually
in courseghatrangefrom pre-Algebrato Calculusand include consumermath and computer
instruction.

Reading Seminar
In Reading Seminar students are expecteatbta substantiabmountof readingand discussionof

literature of various types during the year. Course objectives are to have students do more sustainec
reading, with increased comprehensiad enjoyment of what they readhile writing critical papers

and journaéentriesOne fullcredit ofEnglishmay be earnedSomeclasse$ocus orspecificsubjects
(science, history), allowing students to earn _ ciadinglishand _ creditin anothersubjectarea.

Classes meet for one hour, three times a week throughout the year.

Main Lesson Intensive Courses

These coursesieetfor 10 hoursa weekfor sevenweeks.They include offeringsin all the major

disciplines. This structure allows students the opportunity to study a particular suégactidepth

and allows the teacher to utilize a wide variety of learning activities. Parlaoordesemphasize
hands-orearningand studentre likelyto findthatWashingtonD.C.is theirlaboratoryor learning.
Studentseceive credit foreach MairLessorclasshey passrTheir selectionf courseseflectstheir

own interests and their individual needs for meeting the graduation requirements.

Afternoon Classes

Courses are offered in Tennis, Basketball, Soccer, Softball, Art, Photography, Ye&boaig,
Computer Skills, Study Skills, SAT Prep, and Petition Writing. These classes meedrad tfi¢he
day on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.

Evaluations & Grades

Studentand theifamiliesreceivewrittenevaluationg theircoures evengeverweeksSomeclasses

are evaluated on a pass-fail basis. Ifi ddd 12" grades, students must earn a C- or higher to pass a
class. Additionally, seniors must pass every clasgdkeysenior year in order to graduate. Interim
reportsare sentnid-sessiortp studentsvhoare indangeof notpassingorto thosevhoare showing
exceptional progress.

Internships
Semesteor year-longinternshipsmeeton Wednesdayand Friday afternoonsafter lunch when

students work and study in a variefysettings around the city. Atudents meet with the Internship
Coordinator to select an activitigey are interestedn andwhich will provide a significantlearning
opportunityfor themasthey getreadyfor further studyandwork after high school.Studentsdo
internships in child development centers, fiices, small businessediospitals radio stations the
National Zoo and Smithsonian, and with carpenters, artists, and other craftspeople in the area.

Adyvisory
Students meet with their advisors in small groups three times a week, and in an all-school meeting

once a week, to consider personal issues and community concerns. In addition, the school provides
college and vocational counseling for all of its students.



UPPER SCHOOL Graduation Requirements

Parkmongraduatiomequirementsavetwo componentacademicequirementthatfulfill the District
of ColumbiagraduatiomequirementandspecificParkmontequirementthatincludeinternshipsand
a senior petition.

A. District of Columbia Requirements
Requirements for Grades 9-12: These District o€olumbia graduation requirements must be met

in orderto graduatérom Parkmont.Remembethiswhen choosingourcourses.If you arenot sure
what you need to take, talk to your advisor.

English 4 Credits World Geography _ Credit
Math 3 Credits World History 1 Credit
Science 3 Credits Foreign Language 2 Credits
American History 1 Credit Physical Education 1 _ Credits

DC History _ Credit Fine Arts 1 Credit
American Govt. _ Credit Electives 5 Credits

Total: 23 _ Credits
B. Parkmont Requirements

All UpperSchoolstudentsre requiretb participaten the internshiprogramwhichgrants on@on-
academic credit for one year-longtaio semester-longnternshipsduring eachacademigyear. In

addition, all seniors must complete a petition (an extensive paper describing their educational history
and future plans), and must earn a C- or higher in every course that year.

Internship Requirements (Grades 9-12): Studentanustearnl credit peryearfor Internship.
These mape usedo meethe Electivesequirementsr, in certaircasesmnaybe usedo meespecific
subject area requirements listed above.

Senior Petition (Grade 12): In the senioryear,Parkmontstudentanustpetition the faculty to
graduate by preparing a 20-25 page personal e3$egraduationpetition gives eachstudentthe
opportunity to reflect on the progress and self-awareraesshas gained from closely working with
the staff, and to consider future goals and plans.

Participation in Graduation Activities (Grade 12): All seniorsarerequiredto takepartin both
senior night and the graduation ceremony.

At Parkmont, credits are earned as follows:

Each Main Lesson _ Credit
Full Year of Math 1 Credit
Reading Seminar 1 Credit

Full Year of PM Class 1 Credit
Full Year of Internship 1 Credit
One Year Total 6 _ Credits

Credit may also be given for classes taken outside of Parkmont (with approval of the f&uudty).
classes coulshcludesummer schoa@nd juniorcollegecoursesart classeqhysicaleducation/sports,
and health/CPR courses.



UPPER SCHOOL Internship Program

Coordinators: Willa Reinhard

FuLL YEARREQUIREMENT

The Internship Program for Upper School studertdvedout of the strengthof thirteenyearsof
experience in operatingpaogram in our Middle SchodlVe are proud to offdrigh school students
the opportunityo experiencéhe worldof workfirst handFor thesd 4- to 18-year-oldfhe program
is a crucial element of preparatiarmether their path after Parkmdéedds them to college or directly

into a vocation. We also believe that the Internship Program strengthens our ties with WashingtonOs

diversametropolitarcommunityand openghe eyesf thecommunityto the potentiabf motivatedand

directed high school students.

Theprogramis designedo providea significantlearningopportunityfor eachstudent.Through
interviews and discussions with each student, the faanudhgtaff help the student decide the kind of
skills he or she would liki® learn and the type efivironment best suited fibrat learning. Students
become better informed about carepportunitiesand aboutwhat coursedo taketo advanceheir

college or vocational goals.

Students are evaluated on periodi®cklistsby the on-site supervisorspy informationreceived
through phone calls, site visits, and by bi-weekly studealuationsin this way, studentshavethe
opportunity to review newly acquired skills and comment on the experience in general.

Students are requiréal spend either 98 180 hours at an internshifhey areeleased from school
each Wednesday and Friday at 12:00 to work at internships for 3 hours each day. Studeots may
be paid for these six internship hours per wedk. Upper Schoolstudentamust participatein the

Internship Program.

Two students camork togetheto design a communiserviceproject forinternship creditStudents
may alsouseinternshiptime to studyat anothersite or to work on anindependenstudy project,
pending faculty approval. Before graduation, studantt complete at least one community service

internship.

The importance of tHaternship Programeflects Parkmont®mphasis on experientlahrning and
has helped fost@ositivementor relationships thecommunity. Past internshiplacementgclude:

AdamsMorganAnimal Clinic
Adventure Theater
AdvancedComputerCenter
AmnestyInternational

Arena Stage

Breadfor the City
CD/GameExchange

Crcle Yoga

City Bikes

Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind
Common Cause

Community Council for the Homeless
CongressmagharlesRangel
CreateArts Center

DaleO#usic

The DancePlace

D.C. Arts Center

D.C. Jewish Community Ctr.

D.C. RapeCrisisCenter

DCTV

The DemocraticNational Committee
DreamWizard Gamesand Books
Doggie Style

Fillmore Arts Center

Financial Mgmt & Reporting
Folger Theatre

Food and Friends
Footlocker

GAP Community Child Care
Gala Theater

Greenpeace

Greenpets

Guitar Center
HarrietTubmarElem.School
Holy CrossCareCenter

Joy of Motion
LOAcademiée Cuisine

Latin AmericanYouth Center
Little Flower Montessori
MarthaOJ able
MeadowbrookStables
NationalCapital YMCA
National Children's Museum
National Geographic
Nationallnstitute of MentalHealth
NaturalMedicine

The ObamaPresidentialCampaign
ParkwayDeli

PFLAG

Planet Chocolate City
Politics and Prose
Population Connection

Rock CreekStables

Rock Creek Sports Club
Southeast.ibrary
SpanishEducationDevelopmenCenter
SportsWorld

Springvale Terrace Retirement
Community

StudioTheatre

SuburbarHospital

SullivenOs Toy Store
TakomaParkAnimal Clinic
TeensAgainstthe Spreadof Aids
TennisTopia

The Tropical Lagoon
TherapeutidRiding Center

Third andEats

TouchstoneGallery

Unity Centerof Truth

US Capitol Historical Society

US InternationalTradeCommission
WashingtortHumaneSociety

The WomensCollective

Young PlaywrightO3 heatre



UPPER SCHOOL MAIN LESSON Courses 2009-2010
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UPPER SCHOOL Main Lesson Course Descriptions, Session One

Science

Science and Technology

TrefoEvans SESSION 1
This couse willexamineurrentscientificconceptandissuestechnologicahdvancesndtheirimpact
on society.How scientificknowledgeas acquiredadvantagesndlimitationsof scientificprogressand
the ethics behind science and technology will be stutliedwill also studythe Scientific Method,
exploring whatactually makessomethingscience.Therewill be a focuson learningto readabout
science and learnirtig writeabout sciencéVhile therewill be projectsfield trips, quizzesand exams
a big focus of the class will be two large science projects that you will undertake.

Anatomy and Physiology

Trefor Evans SESSION3
Eating andligestionE We oftendo it thredimes eacllay withouconsiderindghowit actuallyworks.
This critical activity requires the use of muscles, enzymes, nervous system coordinatseneeaid
specializedrgansof thedigestivesystem. In this classwe will learnaboutmovementdigestion,
respiration, circulation, reproduction, and disease. The learning activitles@asswill include
dissections, drawings, models, field trips, films, and lectures.

Botany

TreforEvans SESSION

4

This course will focus on the study of plants. Wegoing to examinehow we define plants,how
plants work and reproduce, and how people intevdhtplants.Considerablattentionwill alsobe
given to learning to identify plants, particularly those found locally. Our source matelidie the
Glencodiversityof Lifetextbook specificallychapterd 7and 21-24nd,of courseputside Students
will also be responsible for maintaining a field notebaih pictures and descriptions of plants that
we see on our expeditiomas well as completinga final independenplant reporton a widely used
commercial plant.

Chemistry

Trefor Evans _ SESSIONS
Chemistry is the study of chemicaBverything around us is madechemicalsNthe earth, the sky,
buildings,carsfood,evenyourself.By studyingvhatthingsare madefand howtheyreactwith other
materialschemiss can bettannderstantheworldaroundus. Theycan usehis knowledgéo develop
new, useful substances such as medicines, plastics, cosmetics, and much tharelagswe will
learn about atoms and moleculeending,statesof matter,chemicalreactionscompoundsenergy
changes, acids and bases, and elements.! Haralssdield trips, computerresearchdiscussions,
quizzes and tests will be given throughout the session.

Literature and Writing

Language of Film

Kim Schraf SESSION1

This course will undertake an exploration of film as an art formaarmah expressiorof the human
condition. Beginningt thebeginningand using genred moviesas our guidepostaie hopdo learn

the language dilm and how itis employed tareate tonestyle, and them&tudents wilbe expected

to write frequently in both critical and creative voidd® films themselves and documentaries about
them will serve as teachitgpls, and we'Niew many excerptas well as at leashe film per week in

its entirety Finalpresentationwill further investigatafilmmaker,a styleor genrepr a filmtechnique

in the form of oral presentations to the group by each student with visual support.
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Creative Writing

NIJO|e Gedutis SESSION1

9" gradersnly. Mystery! Drama! History! Love sonnetsThecreativenriting classwill delve into
these and other forms of literature as students learn the ins and aetstieécharactermood and
setting, developing uniquescriptionsand establishing intriguend suspense keep readers on the
edge of their seats, The class will function largely as a writing workshop D giving studenisea
to decide whatheyOtike to write. Studentsvill createtheirown plansscheduleand deadlinegvith
the help of their teacheigr how they willcomplete each of theariting projects. They will give and
receivefeedbackirom peers. In addition,portionsof classtime will be devotedto studying
professional writers in order to examine different techniques and styles.

Research Writing

Kim Schraf SESSION2

This courseés designedo introducestudentso the fundamentalementsf thecollegeresearchaper.
Throughintensiveresearcin the libraryandindividualanalysisn theclassoom, studentsill acquire
skills in topicselection, researchirgd note-takinghe developmertf anefficient outlineand thesis
statemengndin accuratdocumentatiothroughin-textcitationsand aVorksCited list. Studentsvill

be required to utilize rough draftstime completionof a substantiatesearctpaper. Although this
course is demanding, it is a necessity for the college-bound student who wants to be prepared.

Poetry

Kim Schraf ) SESSION3

OFloat like a butterfly, sting like a bee .. .O Bligthe Greatest) was given to bouts of simile and
hyperbole. If you are too (or if you just want to find out what simile and hyperbol¢oane)s for

a session of deep diving into the study of poetry. (Enough metaphor already!) WeOll read, listen to,
and discussworks by poets of different generationsand cultureswriting in traditionaland
contemporary style® from Whitman to Walcoftom sonnetso rap. WeOll studlge mechanics of

poetry, discovering the methao the meaning. WeOllalso write original poems talk to practicing

poets, and attend performances to enhance our critical appreciation and enjoyment of poetry.

ContemporaryShort Stories

Kim Schraf SESSION4

This is a literature course undertaking to teach the &ordstructureof the shortstory throughan
examinatiorof some 1%r more examplesf acclaimeghortAmericarfiction ofthe past 5-19ears.
We will reada minimumof threenew storieper weekexploringhow thecharactewas revealeghlot
structure, narrative voice, imageagd meaning. Over the courseof this readingand sharing,each
student will start to evolve and shape dtementsof an original shortstory that will be honedand
polished during the final week thfe session. Some of the authorke covered will be Joyce Carol
Oates, Raymond Carver, Amy Tan, Alice Walker, Jamaica Kincaid and John Sayles.

Contemporary Theater

Kim Schraf SESSIONS _
Some contemporary playwrights are changing the voice of American theater wittattkeinVeOll
explore these works and examinedtracture of dramatic writing arige role of theater in our lives.
Intensive reading and writing, theater workshops and performances, as exediteedramaticsof
our own will keep things varied and fresh.

Social Studies
US Government
Sam Graul SESSION1
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What is the purpossf government and hogoes it affect owdaily lives? How doegur constitution

protect our most basic rights and liberties?! In this class we will discuss the formation and principles
of the US Constitution along with American government and the modern political systeoiass

will examine the three branches of government, the role of individuals and organized imterests
political processand key debatdaced by our foundeend currenieaders. We wilhlso discuss the
adaptations to the constitution, the political parties, angribeessof political campaigns.We will

discuss and debate k&sguesanalyzepolitical and mediamessagesandlearnaboutour role in a
democracy.

DC History
Sam Graul SESSION2
Who wereBenjaminBannekeandPierrel' Enfant?How didthesdwo figuresaffectthedevelopment
of the District of Columbia? What do you knowRlack Georgetowrandthe U Streetcorridor?
About the alley communitiesPheseguestions anohore will be discussedlhe primarybjective of
the course will be to examittee economic, historicaiplitical, and social developmaestitthe District
of Columbia fromits inceptiorto the presentThrough mapsictures, interviews)n-sitevisits, texts,
and other sources, students will research and create a project on a selected D.C. neighborhood.

Race Relations

Willa Reinhard SESSION
3

This coursesurveys400yearsof racerelationsin the United Statesfocusingin particularon the
shared and!uniqexperiencesf blacksand whitesn thiscountry.!Howdid a natiowilling toaspire
to the notion that "all men are created equal” get so dependesystemof enslavemenand later
apartheidthe consequenceswhichstill pervade ousocial fabridoday?We payparticularattention
to thewaysour political systemhasbeenusedboth to supportand diminish greatinequity and
injustice.! We focus on the growth of slavery in colatmags, the pre-Civil War political campaigns
to expandandlimit the "peculiar” institution, the growth of Jim Crow after the War, andthe Civil
Rights movement in the 60's and 70's.! And we examine the currerfdtateeracerelationsand
what might lie ahead.

Foreign Language

SpanishlA SESSION3
This class does not requiaay knowledgeof a foreign languageandintroducesstudentdo basic
Spanish structuremcluding:present tenseggular andrregularverbs, definitend indefinitarticles,
use of "ser" andestar", simple sentencdormation,and beginningvocabularywords. The classis
designed to develgiudents@bility tospeak, readyrite andunderstand Spanisigpanistand Latin
American culture are also explored.

Spanish1B SESSION4
This class is designéar studentsvho haveaken SpanishA or who haveéaken Spanisklsewhere.
The course covers the use of stem-changing, irregularefiexive verbs,objectpronouns preterit
tense and commands. Emphasis is placed on developing studempsehensiothroughreading
stories, plays and poetry in Spanish.

UPPER SCHOOL READING SEMINARS

Making a Difference: Finding Sustainable Solutions to Our WorldOs Environmental Problems
Gina Duffin
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Although theUnited Stateshaslessthan 5% of the worldOgopulation,we useabout25% of the
worldOs resources D five times more than our fair share! In fact, the USrplays many of the
worldOs environmental problestsjtOs important thaeOre directly involvédl creating sustainable
solutions. Sincit first begarto evolveandgrow inimportanceacenturyago, environmentabducation
has moved away from traditional conservationeducationand nature study towardsa more
interdisciplinaryandinteractiveform of educationthat stresseshe importanceof creativity and
innovationto solvethe environmentaproblemsaffectingour communities. Through readings,
discussions, felid trips, projects and films, we ®#lblore some of the most important environmental
issues thahe worldis facingtoday while takinga criticallook at what wecan do tanake a difference

in our communitiesStudents wilhave regular writingssignments &ther in deptihesearch papers,
or shorter essays/journal assignments that will allow them to share critical thoughts and opinions
thetopic of study. Studentswill earn_ creditin Englishand_ creditin Sciencefor this reading
seminar.

Around the World in 180 Days: Reading and Writing About Place

Nijole Gedutis

In this class,somebasicthemesof geographywill guide our journeysthroughthe literatureand

cultures of the world. WeOll look at everything we read and study through the context of its place of
origin, wihle alsolearningbasicgeographyskills. WeOlreadnovels,shortstories, travel writing,

essays and poetag wellas listen tanusic, watcmovies and studsome visuadrts fromaround the

world. WeOlklsowrite our ownlnsplred(andlnsplrlng')plecesaboultravelandplace Each session,
students will choose a country fraire regionweOretudyingandwork on an individual or small

group project to present to the class. (.5 English/.5 Geography credit).

Social Justice in the 20 Century: Race and Class in America

Willa Reinhard

How do race, economic class, and social labels define and affect the progress of an individual? A
Ogroup?0O The United States as a whole? Are race and class/income relevant issues today? If
injustices exist, what methods of action are possible now? What methods have worked in the past?
This reading group focuses on these questions through the examination of American history,
literature and film. As a class we will read fiction, non-fiction, and/or a play each session in

addition to newspaper articles, other factual sources and personal experiences as a springboard for
class discussions, projects and writing. An open mind is required for entry into this course! (.5
English/.5 American History credit).

13



MIDDLE SCHOOL Program Description

The Middle School Program at Parkmont consists of the following components:

English
English is a year-long course that meets daily. Students are placed in classes according to their

ability and age. The English program at Parkmont is designed to improve a studentOs ability to read
and write as well as develop an interest in various genres of literature. Small classes allow teachers
to be creative in their assignments and promote full participation in class discussions. An emphasis
on good organizational skills helps to sustain achievement of the programOs goals.

Underlying the entire curriculum at Parkmont is a strong emphasis on writing skills. The mechanics
of clear writing, correct grammatical usage and proper spelling are all introduced within the context
of teaching writing. Rewriting serves as a major tool for improvement, and all final drafts will be
collected in a writing folder to monitor each studentOs progress during the year.

Cooperative learning is highly valued at Parkmont. Student writing and editing groups learn to
evaluate their own work. Peer review is seen as an important evaluating tool. There is always the
recognition that success in the English classroom will translate into positive results in Main Lesson
classes and greater ease with academic work in general.

Math

Math is also a year-longclassthat meetsdaily. The Math programat Parkmontfocuseson an
understanding and utilization of basic math skills. Classes are organitieelbasisof testedskill
levelswith coursesfferedin Geneal Mathl, GeneraMath Iland PreAlgebraAlgebra and Algebra
Il. Homeworkwill beassigne@veryday andveeklyreviewtestswill be giverto helpstudentslevelop
confidence in test taking and to improve their speed.

Main Lesson Courses
An Important Note about Main Lessons...
Main lesson classes are very different fribakinds of coursesmoststudentshavetakenat other
schools. Parkmont has the following reasons for offering this selection:
¥ The seven-week intensive classes meet ten hovwegleand covertopicsin Science Social
Studies, and Arts.
¥ Studentgan concentratdl theiracademienergy orone majotopicrather thanlividing their
interests over four or five mascademicareas.They cangive eachMain Lessontheir best
effort with undivided attention.
¥ One of the things that Parkmont students, past and present, like about this school is how
easy it is to get to know the teachers. Students spend several hours a day with their main
lesson teachers, so both students and teachers get to know one another well.
¥ There is a lot of flexibility in the way that the school day is set up. Parkmont devotes a
considerable amount of time to Main Lesson courses in order to give students the
opportunity to go on field trips, see movies, invite guest speakers to their classes, work on
special projects, start researching for a paper at the library, conduct simulations, play games,
role play, etc. Education becomes more exciting when students are able to use the
community as a resource, talk to people and experience new challenges.
¥ Main lessongrovidea unique, specialanthat reflectstudentsdividualinterestsabilities,
and needs. Students choose their own Main Lessorseswith the help of their advisors.
Each student is vieweds deservingan academigrogramthat reflectshis or her particular
interests.
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Afternoon Classes

Courses are offered ifiennis,Basketball, Soccer,Softball, Art, PhotographyYearbook,Computer
Skills, andStudy SkillsTheseclasses meet theend of thelay on Moday, TuesdaygndThursday.
Students should take at least one sports class per year.

Advisory
Studentsneet withtheiradvisorsn small groupshreetimesper weekandin all-schoomeetingonce

a week, to consider personal issues, community concerns, and academic progress.

Evaluations & Grades

Studentand theifamiliesreceivewrittenevaluationg theircoursegveryseverweeksSomeclasses
are evaluated on a pass-fakis. Interim reports asent, mid-session, to studewtso are in danger
of not passing, or to those who are showing exceptional progress.

Internships
The internship program gives Parkmont students the opportunity to experience a job environment, to

learn new skilland tesideas about workingp helpthe communityy providng useful serviceand
to developresponsibilityin a newsetting.Theinternshipprogramwill run for 14 weeks,during
Sessions Four and Five. Students will go to their internships once a week, for two hours at a time.

Studentswvork with the InternshipCoordinatorto find placementghat reflect their interestsand
strengths. Students and internship sponsors sign contracts outlining their respective responsibilities.

Parkmont has been running an internship prograiMitidle School students for the past 18 years.
Student placements have includegrinary office, museum, phadéd, nursing home, record store,

pet shop, toy store, bike shop, non-profits, and various other organizations. In past years, internships
have led to summer jobs for some Middle School students.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MAIN LESSON 2009-2010

Session Science Social Studies | English/Writing
1 Scientific Discovery Creative Writing
Mike Nijole
2 Crime Lab Race Relations
Mike Willa
3 Food Science World Religions
Mike Nijole
4 InventorO¥Vorkshop Journalism
Mike Sam
5 Civil Rights
Willa

World Geography
Nijole
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MIDDLE SCHOOL Course Descriptions
Science

Scientific Discovery

Mike Moyer SESSION1
Scienceencompassethe arts of questioning,hypothesizing,nvestigating,discovering,and
communicatingMathematicg the languagtnatprovide<clarityand understandindJsinga hands-

on approachthat integratesmathematicsscienceand other disciplines,studentsin "Scientific
Discovery" explore a problem or solve a mystery rather filkating on the so-calledright answer.
Relying on direct experiences rather than textbooks, the various activities in the course will captivate
the student®naginatiorwhile illuminatingessentiadcientificthemesgconceptsand methodsActivity

titles include: "Oobleck: What ScientistsDo"; "PaperTowel Testing"; "Bubble-ology";and"Hot
Water and Warm Homes from Sunlight". A studegresle in this course is based on quizzes, class
participation, and weekly evaluation of their laboratory notebooks.

Crime Lab

Mike Moyer SESSION 2
Become a super science sleuth while performing crime-solving, case-breaking, and crook-catching
activities. Fromdustingfor fingerprintsto analyzinghandwritingandidentifying ink found on a
ransomnote,this courseis designedo give you afirst-handlook at how detectivesand forensic
scientists use science to solve realdifenes. Make a plaster castaoshoe, identify lip prints left on
a glass.Examinehairand clothindibers. Practicehemistryto identifymysterysubstancesYouwill
learn even more of thechniquesgpracticedby professionatrime detectors. In additionto having
many opportunities to experiment with forensic scietecaniquesyouOllalso learnaboutsome
famouscrimesandhow theywereor werenG¢olved. But moreimportant,by using your crime-
detecting skills, youOll learn how to think more cleanly effectively, abilities that will helpyou in
whatever you do. Evaluation in the course will be based on guizzes, evaluation ofrsitetsoaks,
and a book report.

Food Science

Mike Moyer . SESSION3

Chemistry isat the headf howeverythingvorks:itOs the scienoéchange. Whahakesomething

soft or hard, or a solid, liquid, or a gas? Chemistry tells you. It also looks at what makes something
explode ofreeze sizzland popor not changat all,becaus@Os aboutow thosesubstanceisteract

and changeStudentsn FoodScienceise foodindcooklngto discoveand leartheanswersosome

of those questions. From making rock candy, sprouting bean seeds, making ice cream, lemon fizzes
and pretzels, students will learn the chemical principles involves in a myxg@fiments/ou can

eat!

InventorOdNorkshop

Mike Moyer SESSION4

So, you want to be an inventor. Greéltlis course can help you. Li&gay other skill, inventing can
belearned. And, themoreyou practice the betteryou becomeatit. In this course studentsare
presented challenging projects that involve the construction of an intriguing invensicierdific
device. Elementsf mysteryjllusion,humorand fantasyre combinedith basicscientificprinciples
to entice students to playth ideas, to dream, tagadgets apart, build oddbedintraptions and have
fun. Projects$o be builwill includea candle-poweresteamboagsteadinestester, a bubble-making
machine and a disco light show machine.

Social Studies
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Race Relations
Willa Reinhard SESSION
2

This course surveys 400 yearsaufe relations in the United Statesusing in particular on
the shared and!unique experiences of blacks and whites in this country.! How did a natiotowilling
aspire to the notion that "all mare created equal” get so dependarda system of enslavement and
later apartheid, the consequencewbich still pervadeour socialfabric today?!'We pay particular
attention to the ways our political system has been used both to suppdirnamsh greatinequity
andinjustice.!We focuson the growth of slaveryin colonial times,the pre-Civil War political
campaign$o expanand limitthe "peculiarinstitution,thegrowthof Jim Crowafterthe Warand the
Civil Rights movement in the 60's and 70's.! And we examine the current state of these race relations
and what might lie ahead.

World Religions
Nijole Gedutis . SESSION3

In this course we will explore some of the worldOs great religious trashtituakng Hinduism,
Buddhism,Judaism Christianity and Islam and the relationshipsbetweenthesereligions and
internationatulturesOur readingsvill includereligiousclassicssuch as thRamayana, anaritings
about or inspired by these tradition8e will discussthe commonelementsof thesereligionsand
students will be challenged to use these ideas in a creabpet. This coursewill involve ongoing
reading and reflective writing work, as well as group projects and many field trips.

The U.S. Civil Rights Movement
Willa Reinhard

SESSION5S
In this course we will examine tlegigins, major events,andkey figuresinvolvedin the U.S. Civil
Rights Movement. Questiotigat we will address idass include: Which kgyeople, organizations,
and institutionsleterminedhe coursef the movement®hat legislationvascreated becausé this
movementAWhat changedid the movemerttringto U.S.law andculture? How haghe CivilRights
Movement affected our lives? What has been the legacycemiciuedimpactof the movementon
present day race politics and social/economic issues in our country?

Writing

Creative Writing

Nijole Gedutis SESSION1

9" gradersnly. Mystery! Dramal History! Love sonnetsThecreativewriting classwill delve into
these and other forms of literature as students learn the ins and aetstieécharactermood and
setting, developing uniquiescriptionsand establishing intriguend suspense keep readers on the
edge of their seats. The class will function largely as a writing workshop B giving studenisea
to decide wat theyOlike to write. Studentsvill createtheirown plansscheduleand deadline@vith
the help of their teachegr how they willcomplete each of theariting projects. They will give and
receivefeedbackirom peers. In addition,portionsof classtime will be devotedto studying
professional writers in order to examine different techniques and styles.

Journalism

Sam Graul SESSION4

The role of journalism iour everyday lives is farovide us with informatioabout the world around
us and help ubecomemore activeandinterestedcitizens. Whetherwe get our newsfrom blogs,
newspapers, the radio or TV, everyone in some way is receiving news everydeyv iS@ done?
How is the news delivered to us and why is iinsportant? During this classwe will look at and
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examine all different forms or journalism, from print to blogging and everything in between.
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PARKMONT FACULTY AND STAFF

Ron McClain

Parkmont's Director, has 38 yeaf$eaching and administrative experiemc&/ashingtonOs private
schools. A 1971 graduate of Harvard University, he has led moré&@@avutdooradventuresith
students @arkmontSomerseand Edmun@urkeand enjoyseachinghistoryand mathHe spends
his non-school time coaching sons, Matth@®) and Michael (18) in TakomaPark and daughter,
Maggie (12)He is a foundingnembenf the WashingtoSmallSchools Associatioandhas served
asatrusteeof the Associationof Independenschoolsof GreatetWashington the TakomaPark
Nursery School, the Edmund Burke School'and the Dance Exchange Cooperative.

Michelle Banks

was born and raised in WashingtbrC., and return® Parkmont for her twelfthear. She attended
BrandeidJniversityand theAmericanUniversity,andhas worke@san!AlDSeducator,!photographer,
actor, and youth outreachworker!herein Washington!andin Tucson,AZ.! When not in
DC,!she!coordinatea schoolsupportand literacy project for rurallchildrenin Alta Verapaz,
Guatemala.!!!

Gina Duffin

is originally from Laurel, Maryland. She has studied in Khon Kaéajland,and graduatedvith a
degree in Environment8tudies fromAllegheny Collegén NorthwesterfPennsylvaniaGina enjoys
hiking, biking, camping, skiingplaying tennisand softball, eatingdeliciousvegetariarfood, and
participating in environmental demonstrations and protests with her friends.

Alison Duvall

graduatedrom SyracusdJniversitywith a B.F.A. in art photographyin 1999. When sheis not
teaching, shieves horsebadkding, swimming,anythingto do withart or photographyndspending
time with her husband, Pete, and daughter, Zoe.

Trefor Evans

was raised just over the river in Arlington, VA. He studied PhyBicdogy and Flamencodanceat

Bard College graduating with a degree in Physics in 2005. He is constantly reading, watches movies
with alarming frequency and spends a fair amount of his time practicing martial arts.

Nijole Gedutis

is entering her 10 year at Parkmont. She is from Texas, studied dttieersity of Salamancan
Spain, angraduate@san Englistmajorfrom PomonaCollegein SoutherrCaliforniain 1998.SheOs
now pursuindnerMasterdegreen SocialWork atCatholicUniversity. Sheis ayoga aficionad@nd
likes to spend time with her frienésgt good food; read good boogse good movies, and travel the
world.

SamGraul

was born and raised in Takoma Park, Maryland.! He graduatedHeddmiversity of Marylandin
2006, where he majored in Computer Science and minofilosophy.!All his life, he hasbeen
passionat@boutwatchingand playing sports,particularly soccerandlacrosse.He also enjoys
traveling, cycling, tossing a frisbee, along with pretty much any outdoor activity imaginable.

Mike Moyer

is a graduateof Dickinson Collegeand the University of Florida's Collegeof Environmental
Engineeringandhas ovetwentyyearsof teachingexperiencat thguniorand seniohighlevels After
four years at the U.&nvironmental Protectiohgency, Mikereturns to Parkmoffior his eighteenth

20



year of teaching science.

Christy HalvorsonRoss

serves as the Director Development and has besrParkmont since 1992hristy graduated from
Connecticut College, and has studied at England's Oxford University and in Rome, Italy. In addition
to her passion for ceramics, gardening, cooking, sewing, and canoeing, she has a panticidas

for her kids Si (8) and Eva (6 1/2), and her husband Garth.

Kim Schraf

is a graduate of St. JohnOs College in Annapolis. She has been teaching for thirty years, most
recently in the Washington area. When not in the classroom, Kim is working as an actor and as a
narrator for the Library of CongressO Talking Books Program.

Amy Ward

grew up inGaithersburgylD, wentto WinthropUniversityin South Carolindor her BA inFine Arts
andto UMD for her M.Ed. in Art Education. Sheremainson boardin a part-timeadministrative
capacitywith the developmenbffice and spendsthe other part of her workweekat Westover
Elementary in Silver Spring teaching art. She is a lover of hammocks, books, music, fgoulg, a
laugh, and anything having to do with wandering around in the woods.
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